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COURSES

• Project management (UNIV. MÜNSTER)
• GI standards (UNIbw MÜNCHEN)
• Advanced Geospatial data mining (ISEGI-UNL)
• Data acquisition and integration (UWH GEO)
• Visualization (ITC)
• Geographic data bases (advanced) (HAROKOPIO 

UNIV.)
• Virtual excursions in Earth Sciences (UPPSALA UNIV.)
• Data quality (TU VIENNA)

Each partner provides a course, typically to two partners of 
the network with 15 students each. Standards are : English 
language, 90 hours workload, 13 online contact lessons, 
supervision and exams executed by the providing GI institute.



Importance of the syllabus

• A good syllabus template is a key factor for the 
success of any e-Learning course (see one 
example:http://edugi.uni- 
muenster.de/eduGI/downloads/08/teaching_mat 
erials_UWH_data_ 
acquisition_and_integration.zip )

http://edugi.uni-muenster.de/eduGI/downloads/08/teaching_materials_UWH_data_acquisition_and_integration.zip
http://edugi.uni-muenster.de/eduGI/downloads/08/teaching_materials_UWH_data_acquisition_and_integration.zip
http://edugi.uni-muenster.de/eduGI/downloads/08/teaching_materials_UWH_data_acquisition_and_integration.zip
http://edugi.uni-muenster.de/eduGI/downloads/08/teaching_materials_UWH_data_acquisition_and_integration.zip


Topics of the syllabus (1)

• Contacts
Giving the full name, photo, e-mail and other 
contact data here we should distinguish the 
teacher and tutor positions. 

• Goals
This section introduces the main topics, methods 
and principles of the course delivery. 

• Contents
Here we should list the module names adding to 
them explanation about the characteristics of the 
material. It is a good practice, if we try to group 
the modules into “Parts” by the logic of whether 
they have more theoretical, practical or analyzing 
topics. Let’s see an example for the 



Topics of the syllabus (2)
• Methods

Here we should list the key issues necessary for the 
successful completion of the course. Typically here is 
mentioned the methods of communication and exam, the 
expected workload, etc. 

• Participants
In this section we should describe exactly what are the pre- 
requirements for the students, and what is the primary target 
group. 

• Organization
This part mainly is about the time schedule, indicating the 
duration, the date of the synchronous sessions, the date of 
the final exam. Also here is mentioned the planned number of 
participants. 

• Successful participation
In this section we should give clear regulations for the 
successful completion of the course. Even we can list here the 
tasks with the deadlines. 

• Course preparation
Here are listed all the steps which are necessary for start the 
course. Typically it means that we should organize a test 
synchronous session and provide (upload) the teaching 
material to the e-Learning platform, or as an option we can 
provide some off-line materials (books).

• Literature
Here the required and recommended literature is listed. 



Tasks during the content preparation

•Translation to other language (e.g. Hungarian- 
English).
•Conversion of plain texts into power point 
presentations.
•Development of some software for carrying out 
the practical tasks through Internet  (for example 
a program for coordinate translation between 
different systems).
•For self assessment we need to work out tasks, 
assignments.  When we think out the assignments 
we need to consider the amount of time planned 
for the given module, otherwise the students will 
not be able to complete each task.
•We need to plan the synchronous sessions and 
for this we have to prepare special interactive 
aids (e.g. video, interactive software usage 
tutorial, etc.)



Important tools
• Communication with the students (e-mail, voice-mail, 

announcements)
• Discussion board
• Tools for synchronous sessions
• At the course delivery: tools for handling of different file 

formats like html, ppt, pdf, doc, mp3, etc.
• The assessment facilities like test manager, upload of tasks.
• Course calendar
• Gradebook, course statistics 



Synchronous session

• The synchronous sessions are the central part of 
each e-Learning course. 

• By our experience this method of teaching needs 
a lot of time from the tutor to be prepared for it. 
Not only because of the students can ask any 
aspect from the material, but also because of it 
needs a good practice from the tutor not to lose 
the main stream in the material, since the 
students usually ask about those issues which are 
not discussed in detail in the teaching material.

• Especially we should avoid those students who 
want to test the knowledge of the tutor, since it’s 
boring for other on-line session participants who 
usually want to concentrate on the assignment 
issues.



Final exam

• The final exam of an e-Learning course is a 
sensitive part, since usually the students should 
be virtually collected in the same time.

• Two options
• We can organize the exam in the frame of a 

synchronous session. The only negative aspect of 
this type of exam is that some students - who miss 
this synchronous session - are not able to pass the 
exam at all. In this case the tutor should consider 
the possibility to give a chance to take the exam off- 
line with the help of the local partner tutors of the 
student’s institution.

• A test session which is open for a limited time 
(usually 24 hours). In this case each student can find 
a time window to complete the test. For those who 
has no time at all in the announced time-frame, the 
tutor can allow and assign for each student an 
individual date for the exam.



TARGET GROUPS

• Teachers/trainers (higher education)
• Students
• Adult learners
• Persons with special needs
• Political decision-makers/administrative staff
• Education authorities
• Curriculum development specialists
• e-learning Industry
• The research community
• Institutes for Geographic InformatioN
• Managers of non-GI institutes targeting the 

introduction of e-Learning.



Structure and content

• The content of one course 
is organized in modules.

• A complete course in the 
platform can integrate the 
following items: 
explanatory text; main 
text; exercises; data; 
questions for auto 
evaluation; project 
description; final exam, 
other materials including 
images and video, and a 
students’ discussion forum.

• For each module there are 
three on-line synchronous 
sessions where students 
can interact with tutors 
and have access to 
demonstrations, 
summaries and web links. 
Students have also access 
to chat within the platform 
as well as to forum for the 
program



Conlusions
• We have to find the ways of motivation for the update of the course 

material
• Prepearation for the synchronous session needs a lot of time
• The course delivery is hardly supported in pure html content
• Financial issue: if the courses announced free of charge, even we have 

to find way to pay for the tutors for the course delivery. The e- 
Learning method is not a fully automatic process.



THANK YOU FOR YOUR ATTENTION !

TAMÁS JANCSÓ
(t.jancso@geo.info.hu)
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